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Word from the Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Commission 16 of the IAU is pleased to bring you Issue N°00 of PS%News. This issue serves as a ’birth
announcement’ for what I hope will become a monthly electronic venue for exchanging news about
the Physical Study of Planets and Satellites in the Solar System, and about the various activities of
the Commission.

Starting with Issue N°01, PS?News will only be distributed to researchers who have registered them-
selves on the distribution list. To do so, just send an e-mail to: sympa@sympa.obspm.fr with the
following subject:

subscribe ps2news your-first-name your-last-name

All issues will also be archived in PDF format on the Commission 16 website:
http://www.iaa.es/IAUComm16 (under section PS2 News)

And, of course, I am calling on your contributions for the next issue (see page 3).
Best regards,
Régis Courtin

President of IAU Commission 16
Editor, PS?News
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

x The third dwarf planet (following Ceres and Pluto) was named by the IAU in September 2006:
2003 UB313 became (136199) Eris, and its moon was named Dysnomia.

* Since the XXVI*" General Assembly in Prague, the Working Group for Planetary Surface Nomen-
clature has given names to:

e 7 coronae, 1 mons (Kono), and 1 tholus (Ezili) on Venus

e 38 craters on Mars, as well as: Angustus Labyrinthus, Chronius Mons, Promethei Mons, Sisyphi
Tholus, Thyles Montes

e & craters on Phobos: Clustril, Drunlo, Flimnap, Grildrig, Gulliver, Limtoc, Reldresal, Skyresh
e 4 fluctus (Ara, Leilah, Rohe, Winia), 1 macula (Polelya), and 1 crater (Ksa) on Titan

e 21 craters, 2 dorsae, 2 fossae, and 10 sulci on Enceladus

e 3 rings of Uranus: Lambda, Mu, Nu

e 4 satellites of Neptune: Halimede, Sao, Laomedeia, Neso

The WGPSN has also decided to drop the name Furachoga Corona on Venus, as well as the names
Australis Patera, Angusta Patera, and Cavi Frigores on Mars. For complete information, see the
Gazetteer of Planetary Nomenclature at http://planetarynames.wr.usgs.gov.

* Issue N°99 (January 2007) of the IAU Information Bulletin is available in electronic form at
http://www.iau.org/Info Bulletins.124.0.html.

CONFERENCES & WORKSHOPS

* Commission 16, along with Commission 7, is co-sponsoring TAU Symposium N°249 entitled Ezo-
planets: Detection, Formation and Dynamics to be held in Suzhou (China) October 22-26. See the
website http://iaus249.nju.edu.cn/index.htm.

* Proposals for TAU scientific meetings to be held in 2009 (Symposia, GA Symposia, GA Joint
Discussions and GA Special Sessions) are due on December 15, 2007 (with letters of intent due on
September 15).



PS?News is dedicated to providing researchers with easy and rapid access to current works
regarding the physical study of planets and satellites in the Solar System (observational and
theoretical studies).

We accept submissions for the following sections:

* Abstracts of accepted papers

* Titles of submitted (but not yet accepted) papers and conference articles
* Thesis abstracts

* Short articles, announcements, or editorials

* Status reports of on-going programs

* Requests for collaboration or observing coordination

* Table of contents/outlines of books

* Announcements for conferences or workshops

* Job advertisements

* General news items deemed of interest to the Commission 16 community

A ETEX template for submissions is available on the Commission 16 website at:
http://www.iaa.es/IAUComm16 (under section PS2 News)
Please use that template (ASCII files are also accepted), and send your submission to:
ps2news@sympa.obspm.fr

Recent and back issues of the bulletin are archived on this website in PDF format. The web
site also contains information and links related to the activities of the Commission 16 of the
International Astronomical Union.

PS?News is not a refereed publication, but is a tool for furthering communication among
people interested in planetology. Publication or listing of an article in the bulletin or the
web page does not constitute an endorsement of the article’s results or imply validity of its
contents. When referencing an article, please reference the original source; PS?News is not
a substitute for peer-reviewed journals.

Moving ... 77
If you move or your e-mail address changes, please send your new
address to the editor. If the bulletin bounces back from an address
for three consecutive issues, the address will be deleted from the
distribution list. All address changes, submissions, and other
correspondence should be sent to:

ps2news@sympa.obspm.fr




